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SISTEMA WAIKATO CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS POLICY AND GUIDELINES 

Rationale 

At Sistema Waikato we believe that children with special educational needs have the same right to 

access the programme as children who do not have special education needs. This is supported 

through our “free, open and accessible” enrolment policy. 

The programme admits children, irrespective of their gender, race, disability or special educational 

needs, provided that there are good prospects of meeting their needs without unduly prejudicing 

the education and welfare of other children.  

Purpose 

 To ensure that, where a special learning need is identified, opportunities for appropriate 

instruction will be provided wherever possible. 

Guidelines 

 Sistema Waikato recognises that partnership between parents/carers and Sistema Waikato is 

essential in overcoming any barriers to learning in the programme. 

 All families are required to complete an enrolment form before the child can participate in the 

programme. Parents/carers will be asked to provide details of any diagnosed disability, 

condition, or special medical requirement on the enrolment form. 

 The Programme Manager and Programme Leader will ensure that access to the programme is 

facilitated, recognising that building and physical space limitations are out of the control of the 

Sistema Waikato programme. 

 The Sistema Waikato management and staff will do their best to ensure that the necessary 

provision is made for any child who has special educational needs and ensure that, where the 

programme has been informed of those needs, that these needs will be made known to all who 

are likely to work with them. 

 The staff will ensure that children with special educational needs join in the activities of the 

programme together with children who do not have special educational needs, so far as that is 

reasonably practical and compatible with the child receiving the necessary special educational 

provision, the efficient education and supervision of other children in the programme, and the 

efficient use of resources. 

 The Sistema Waikato curriculum will be differentiated to meet the needs of individual children. 

Teaching styles and flexible groups will reflect this approach. 
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 Sistema Waikato will actively seek the involvement of the relevant Partner School in assisting 

any child identified as have a special educational need to integrate into the programme, 

recognising that the support of other professionals is crucial to achieving the best possible 

outcomes for the child. 

 In a situation where Sistema Waikato is unable to provide or make available any specialist help 

required, either due to lack of resources, funding, or local availability, then the programme 

might advise the family and Partner School that it would not be in the child’s best interest to 

enrol in the programme at this time. 

 


