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SISTEMA WAIKATO TRANSPORTATION OF CHILDREN POLICY 

Rationale 

Whilst the transportation of children to and from the programme is the responsibility of each family, 

Sistema Waikato believe that it is important that adequate safety procedures are observed at all 

times. As parents are aware of their child’s method of transport to and from the programme, we ask 

them to take responsibility for the safety of this transportation. 

The guiding principle should be that transporting children in staff cars should be the exception to the 

rule rather than the norm, and any journeys undertaken should always be planned, absolutely 

necessary, and only with the express permission of both the family and the Programme Manager or 

Programme Leader. 

Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to protect the personal safety of all children attending the Sistema 

Waikato programme and to safeguard and provide guidance for adult transport providers through 

the provision of suitable practices and policies. 

Guidelines 

 Parents/caregivers are responsible for any transport arrangements for children attending the 

programme, both after school and during holidays. 

 Parents should be aware that neither Sistema Waikato nor the Partner Schools are obliged to 

provide transport to and from the programme. 

  Should a Partner School elect to provide transport for enrolled children, the Partner School will 

be responsible for ensuring all drivers hold a current, full driver’s licence and have been police 

vetted in line with Sistema Waikato Child Protection Policy. 

 Additionally, Partner Schools that elect to provide transport will ensure that any vehicle used has 

a current WOF and registration, and is suitable for the purpose of transporting children. 

 In certain emergency situations, children may need to be transported in a staff member’s 

vehicle. It is anticipated that these, by the nature of them being emergencies, would be very 

rare.  

 In the event that a child is not collected from the Sistema Waikato programme at the end of a 

session, the following procedure should take place: 

1. Contact the parents/carers in order for them to transport the child.  

2. Contact the parents/carers for them to arrange a taxi or another family member to 

transport the child.  
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3. Arrange for a taxi with escort to transport the child from an approved list of taxi 

operators.  

4. Only where none of these options is appropriate or viable should a staff member 

consider escorting the child in their private vehicle. 

5. Parents and Programme Management must both give their permission for a child to be 

transported in a staff member’s vehicle. Every effort should be made to gain written 

consent but where this is not practical, details of the verbal consent should be recorded.  

6. If no type of consent is obtained, transportation should not be permitted. 

7. For children who present with behavioural issues a range of control measures could be 

considered before transporting the child in a staff vehicle, including not transporting the 

child if it is felt their behaviour is such that doing so is not safe, providing an escort to 

ensure the driver can concentrate safely on driving, or placing the child so they cannot 

easily distract the driver (diagonally across from the driver in the back seat) amongst 

others. 


