
 

H:\Documents\SW Policies and Procedures\Physical Space\SW Physical Space Policy and 
Guidelines.docx 
 

SISTEMA WAIKATO PHYSICAL SPACE POLICY AND GUIDELINES 

Rationale 

Sistema Waikato recognises its responsibility to provide learning spaces that are both adequate and 

appropriate, supporting the many different styles of learning that are used in the programme. 

Adequate spaces are those that ensure there is room for children to move freely, including space for 

active movement. Appropriate spaces are spaces that allow children to engage in a range of 

activities, including ones that are noisy, quiet, calm, or messy.  

Purpose 

To ensure premises are safe and comply with all relevant legislation and that there is adequate and 

appropriate space for the children relative to the number of children attending and the activity 

taking place. 

Guidelines 

Sistema Waikato operates from Nawton School and Nawton Community Church, using the following 

facilities to provide the programme: 

 Nawton School Hall including deck area, kitchen and toilets (NS) 

 Whanau Room (NS) 

 Sistema Waikato offices including storage cupboard (NS) 

 Nawton School Playground 

 Youth Room (NCC) 

 Hall including kitchen and toilets (NCC) 

 

1. Maintenance of the school and church areas is the responsibility of the building owners but 

Sistema Waikato will carry out regular safety checks, identifying and reporting any hazards to 

the relevant person whilst taking steps to mitigate these hazards. 

2. Sistema Waikato will ensure a telephone is available for emergencies and for parents and staff 

to communicate with one another. 

3. Sistema Waikato will consider the size, layout and purpose of each activity when allocating 

rooms, including how long the children will spend within the space, movement to and from the 

space, and movement of furniture and resources. 

4. When using outdoor spaces, such as the decking adjacent to the hall, staff will consider the 

distance between the indoor and outdoor spaces to ensure adequate supervision of children at 

all times. 

5. Sistema Waikato will make every effort to ensure noise levels are not excessive when playing as 

a large ensemble by using Nawton School Hall for large groupings, as opposed to Nawton 

Community Church. 

6. Sistema Waikato staff will ensure all materials and equipment are stored safely and are easily 

accessible to other staff members and volunteers. 

 

 


